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Beyond Eccentricity Beethoven was a most eccentric man (Mai 159). The Baron de TrA©mont, a member of
Napoleona€™s Council, could not help but notice what he called a€cethe bizarrerie of his characterad€e upon
meeting him in 1809 (Sonneck 71).
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Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) is widely considered to be one of the pre-eminent classical music figures
of the Western world. This German musical genius created numerous works that are firmly entrenched in the
repertoire.
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Ludwig van Beethoven was a complex man consumed by a towering genius a4€* all the more remarkable for
the deafness with which he struggled. He lived a life driven by an unquenchable need to make music. His
legacy is music that still delights, challenges, and moves us.
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In March 1827 thousands of people lined the streets of Vienna upon the death of Ludwig van Beethoven.
Today his music is still loved by millions. Many people have written about the great composer. The purpose
of this book is to reveal the man behind the music.
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