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The German Christians sought to promote a synthesis of the church and the National Socialist movement.To
this end they tried to "dejudaize" the church. It was maintained that Jesus was not of Jewish heritage.
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Twisted Cross: The German Christian Movement in the Third
Twisted Cross 73 to faith in race as an ultimate concern. There was also the change from exter-nal to internal
activism. After 1918, German cultural revivalism had suffered a defeat in the eyes of the world community.
Now the Germans turned inwards, not mentally, but spacially. They decided to cunduct a purge from within
Germany.
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Doris L. Bergen, Twisted Cross: The German Christian
Extending her analysis into the postwar period, Bergen shows how the German Christians were relatively
easily reincorporated into mainstream church life after 1945. Throughout Twisted Cross, Bergen reveals the
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important role played by women and by the ideology of spiritual motherhood amid the German Christians'
glorification of a 'manly' church.
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